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by Paola Govoni

THE RADISSON COLLECTION
HOTEL PALAZZO NANI

IN VENICE

he Radisson Group, a8 prest-

gious brand of the hospitality

industry worldwide, invested to
furn a historic residence in Venice
into an enchanting S-star hotel with
52 rooms and suites and 3 private
apariments. Palazzo Nani has
becomea part of the Radissan
Collection chain, where hospitality
finds its highest expression in the
offer of iconic structures, reflecting
the spirit of this uniqua place, whara
the atmosphere of an ‘authentic’
stay combines with the comfort of a
high-profile dasign.
This outstanding project signed by
Studio Marco Piva SMP in Milan,
has been realized in parthership
with the Valtellina-based contractor
Concreta.
The inspiring concept became a
high-profile creation, fully respon-
dent to the Investor's needs.

IN THE HEART OF VENICE

The Radisson Collection Hotel
Palazzo MNani is located in the hean
of Cannareglo, 8 suggestive and
‘authentic’ area of Venice with plenty
of restaurants and "bacar” (wine bar),
shops and anisan boutiques and a
fundamental route for the urban lay-
out of the city since the Middie Age,
when the Cannaregio Canal was the
entrance to the city for those who
came from Padua or Treviso through
the lagoon routes, The hotel is not far
from the Jewish Ghetio, with its gquist
tiny streets and its unmistakable
architectural imprint. Fram hera you
can sasily reach the rest of the city
on foot or by ‘vaporstto’; the Le
Guglie ship stop is located nght in
front of the hotel. The Santa Lucia
railway station is less than 10 min-
utes away by feat.
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The building that houses the hotel is
a sixteenth-century historic bullding
that belonged to the ancient Mani
family, active in the political, social
and cultural life of the 'Serenissima
Republic’

Owver the years, various properties
have taken ower and the building has
changed its intended uwse seversl
times. It was a privete residence,
then an Austrian barracks and, final-
ly, & school. Duning the work on site,
plenty of objects and documents
were found, testifying to the past of
the building. Once recovered and
treated, some of the finds have deco-
rated the rooms and the ganden.

The fagade is punctuated by arch-
es and elegant coais of arms in
Istrian stone, possibly due o an
intervention of Alessandro Vittoria,
wha helped emphasize and
enhance thea preciousness of the
building.

BETWEEMN HISTORY

AND CONTEMPORANEITY
Architect and Designer Marcao
Piva, Studio Marco Piva SMP, and
Stefano Gavazzi, CEQ Concreta,
outlined the concapt and main top-
ics of this project in a presentation
hald at Palazzo delle Stelline in
Milan during the GUEST LAB day
on May 4, 2022

According to Marco Piva, a major
challenge of this work was to find
the right tuning between the
enchanting hslorie imprint of the
building and the requirements of a
high-performing hotel in terms of
comfort and quality of service

A soluticn was found through a 'box-
in-the-box' fumishing concept aimed
at keeping Intact the strong identity of
the building, enriching it with a lan-
guage of elegant contemporanekty.
Large and bright spaces, some over-
looking the Cannaregio Canal, offer
chramatic tones recalling the
nuances of the frescoed cellings,
with seats upholstered In intense
colours reminding to the nature and
value of the Temitory: the shades of
the water, the reflections of the glass,
the intencrs of the 'gondolas’

The hotel was conceived as a place
of hospitality not at all closed and
exclusive but open to the city and
usable by those who wish to enjoy
the Restaurant, the enchanting gar-
den and the relaxing space of the
lounge bar and the lobbies
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THE REALIZATION

OF COMMON SPACES

Stefano Gavazzi explains thal all
common areas of the Radizsson
Collection Hotel Palazzo Nani show
the sign of a formal balance among
decorative efiects, to leave the view
free to enjoy these spaces and cap-
ture the Infinite suggestions coming
froam the lagoon city

The main entrance of the hotel hous-
es the console-reception and gives
access (o the two restaurants and the
lounge bar / breakfast room

A milky white ribbed glass paneling
wes chosen for the privete
Restaurant, o give rhythm to the
spaca In the main restaurant, the
focus is made up of a sculptural
mionalith-filker, a large marble bench
with upholstered seats In a soft teal
vehmat. A curvilinesr bar counter dom-
inates the scene and follows the floor
islands. The covering is a textured
carpet of white Venezia marble and
Paradigma marble which contrasts it
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in & darker shade. The chromatic
dominant of the spaces is the lagoon-
green declined in its varnous shades.
In the lounge bar - which serves also
as breakfast room - vary dark colors
have beaen opted running from wall to
ceiling to create an immersive,
enveloping atmosphere and to
emphasize precious custom metal
elements - such as the wall botte
holder - with a rAibbed dark wood that
gives rhythm to the wall, the motif of
which is taken up by the striped ruby-
colored upholstery that recaills the
interior of & ‘gondola’.

The lobbies are frescoed with 'mar-
morni’, muses palnied In the ovals
above the doors, and fresco cellings
show Apollo, Venus and Cupid and
Orphaus in Olympusz. The recovered
historic ‘seminato’ floor was jolned by
a custom-made mobile furniture
designed by Stdio Marco Piva, in
dislogue with the colours of the fres-
coes, with lounge chairs created in
collaboration with Natuzzi, slongside
tables, work tables and meeting
taebles always designed by Studio
Marco Piva

The haotel gym is housed in a fres-
coed room cleaned with the interven-
tion of & company specializing in the
restoration of works of art which has
followed the restoration of all decora-
tive elemeants of the building.
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This space showcases a large seff-
standing cylinders, almost high to
the ceiling, handcrafted in metsl
bent by Concreta and fully
equipped, with a high part with
decorative and separation function
and a base with cabinet function to
contain towels, products, small
lools and accessories and with an
original metal mesh designed to
separale while mainteining the
lighiness of a perorated surface
crossed by light

The lighting project includes both
custom and branded luminaires.
The technical lights were created
ad hoc in collaboration with
Artemide and completed with large
circutar chandeliers and LED light
sculptures from |eading brands
such as ltalamp, Flos and Vibia
The decorative lighting was han-
died by Concreta

The large chandelier made up of
opal glass spheres especially
dezigned for this project stands
out. The opalescence effect cross-
es the rooms and common areas
like a fikrouge and lights alweys
refer to the transparsncy and
reflections of the glass, to empha-
size once again the strong relation
with the Territory.

I's no surprise that in & project like
this for Palazzo Nani, fabrics play a
quite relevant role. The decorative
elements and the chromatic cholc-
es of textiles are closely linked to
the local context.

Most of the fabrics were produced
by Rubelli, a hislorc and prest-
gious Venetian brand

The bright velvets are by Rada
Tessuti and the colorful rugs by
Besana Carpet Lab. As Stefano
Gavazzl underiined, all these
spaces required particular efforts
to harmonize the cumrent inlenven-
tion with the needs of a historic
building that expresses iis beauty
and fragility. Not to mention the
challenge of working in such a
unique and peculiar envircnment
like the lagoon

Today, Palazzo Nani has returned
fo new life to tell the story of & dis-
tant past in a contemporary, smart
and fashinating language, thus
becoming a top address of the
high-profile hospitality in Venice.
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